THE EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA.
Durino nearly the whole of this month, a severe catarrhal epidemic has very generally prevailed in London, and many other parts of the country. But few persons have altogether escaped its influence, although in many the symptoms have been so mild as to require for their relief and removal little more than the ordinary domestic remedies. In those, however, who had suffered previously from pulmonary complaints, the epidemic has in many instances been very severe, and not unfrequently fatal. Several cases have fallen under our own care, in which the patients, who had before been subject to bronchitis and asthmatic diseases, have been placed in danger by the attack of the prevailing malady. In the course of the last fortnight we have seen upwards of 150 cases; and, if we are to credit the reports we have heard, this is but a small number in comparison with that which has fallen to the share of many other practitioners. The disease has usually commenced with headach and a general feeling of oppression; febrile symptoms of greater or less severity, modified of course by the previous state and constitution of the patient, has quickly followed; cough, hoarseness, and soreness of the throat, with sometimes slight inflammation of the eyes, have either at first attended the febrile accession, or speedily succeeded it. In many instances the patient has complained of great lassitude, and a feeling of general soreness over the whole surface of the body, with pains in the arms and legs. The cough has generally been violent and tedious.
As far as our own observation extends, children have been much less subject to the disease than adults, and temales much more so than males.
We are not aware that it has proved fatal in any case where the patient was before the attack in good health. We know that many fatal cases The quantity of Rain fallen in March, was 1 inch and 1.100th.
